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Reiff's Mennonite Church, known earlier as
Witmer's Meeting House was built in 1840, The story
and a half brick structure was, however, rebuilt
twice, in 1891 and again in 1928, A Mennonite Church,
the building serves a large religious group who are
paticularly numerous in north central Washington County,
Almost without exception Mennonite families, members of
a plain religious sect founded in Germany, migrated from
Penngylvania,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Reiff's Mennonite Church is located on the south gide of Reiff's Church Road between Cear-

foss and Maugansville in Washington County, Maryland, It is situated on an area of fairly
level ground and faces north,

The church 1g a large brick structure, three bays wide at the gable ends and nine bays in
length. It is one and a half stories high, Resting on concrete gheathed foundations, it
employs all stretcher brickwork. A datestone set in the northeast corner of the building
indicates that the church wag built in 1840, rebuil® in 1891 and again rebuilt in 1928,

Windows appear to be spaced evenly in the walls, All openings are topped with 8egmental
arches, All windows have shutters with their upper portions louvered and the lower sections
pPaneled. The main entrance is centered in the north end wall, The double doors are topped
with a high transom, almost half the height of the door.

A small brick chimney is located inside the north end wall. A second chimney extends from
the interior of the building near its south end, The roof ig sheathed with slates,

The cemetery is located southeast of the church. The church and cemetery contain legs than
five acres,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Reiff's Mennonite Church, known earlier as Witmer's Meeting House was built in 1840, The
gtory and a half brick structure was, however, rebuilt twice, in 1891 and again in 1928, A
Mennonite Church, the building serves a large religious group who are particularly numerous
in north central Washington County, Almost without exception Mennonite families, members
of a plain religious sect founded in Germany, migrated from Penngylvania.

According to T.J.C. Williams' History of Waghington County, the original Reiff's Church,
built in 1840 was a stone structure "in which the congregation wor shipped until its walls

* we way in 1862 or 1863." 1

The land on which the church stands was conveyed to the Trustees of the Society and Congre-

gation of Menonist's by John and Susanna Witmer in 1840,

1 1.3.C. Williams, History of Waghington County. Vol. I, Hagerstown, Md: Mail
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___Less than 5 acres.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

" ment of individual property rights.
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